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A Dynamic Multi-Faceted  Educational Experience

STE   M+AScience  Technology  Engineering                 Art   Math

Lifts!
Just as steam rises when it’s produced and can be used as a lifting gas in 
a balloon, the addition of the creative thinking engendered by the arts to 
the STEM curriculum can lift our students to greater academic and career 
achievement. As it has for 60 years the Museum of Arts and Sciences designs 
student activities and selects exhibits which incorporate the arts into 
combinations of the STEM concepts to make STE+aM.

How to Book A Visit
•  Make reservations at least one month in advance. 
•  Book earlier for March/April/May 2018  as it is the highest 
  demand time.
•  Contact the Museum at avining@masmacon.com 
  or (478) 477-3232.
•  Accurate group numbers are required prior to the visit since  
 planetarium seating is limited.
•	 Number	of	parents	participating	MUST	be	included	in	advance	due		
	 to	limited	seating.	Otherwise,	we	cannot	guarantee	parents’		
	 participation	in	all	programming.
• Please remember to cancel. There is a $50 no-show fee for failure  
 to show without canceling.

Group Program Fees:
•  Collect program fee money in advance.
•  Hands-on programs have additional fees.
•  Memberships and discounts/passes do not apply to group visits. 

Students/ Parents/Chaperones/Siblings: $6/person
Teachers and Bus Drivers: Free with group
Cyber Homeschool Groups: Online Teacher FREE, other adults $6
Homeschool Parents coming for group school program:
 1 adult free/family, additional adults $6

Tips for a smooth visit:
• Notify us about special needs in advance.
• Arrive on time. Tardiness may cause a forfeited program.
•	 Provide	one	adult	chaperone	per	10	students. 
 - Please notify the Museum in advance of the number of  
   parents who will be attending to insure seating for 
   everyone.
• Remind students to be respectful of the Museum and visitors. 
• Dispose of gum before arrival.
• Plan for picnics or eating on your bus. There is no indoor eating  
 space available.
• Review Museum Guidelines in your confirmation packet.

Check-in:
• Arrive 15 minutes before your scheduled visit.
• Have the lead teacher check-in at the front desk.
• Be ready with the exact number of students, teachers 
 and chaperones.
• Pay by check, cash, or credit card. 
 Payable to  “Museum of Arts and Sciences.”

Georgia Standards of Excellence supported by our programs:

EDUCATOR’S 
GUIDE

Field Trips at the 
Museum of Arts and Sciences



Science on a Sphere®  
A giant six-foot sphere is the screen for Science On a Sphere® 
(SOS), a unique educational tool developed by NOAA. To learn 
more and access lesson plans, visit http://sos.noaa.gov/. 

SOS® Program Options:  
Two primary tracks for groups are Weather and Plate Tectonics.  
Staff will work with teachers on other possible themes.

Weather (1st – 12th):
Using real-time cloud coverage and precipitation data, 
students explore patterns and the relationship between the 
water cycle and weather. Supports: S1E1, S4E3, S4E4, S6E3, S6E4, 
SEV4, SEV5

Plate Tectonics (5th – 12th):
Students will explore how the location of plates correlates with 
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and tsunami events.
Supports: S5E1, S6E5, SES1, SES2, SES6c

Planetarium Shows
Mark Smith Planetarium
This state-of-the-art Space Theater offers live and recorded 
GSE-related astronomy programming. 

Planetarium school programs:
•	 30	–	40	minutes	in	length
•	 Live	star	show;	recorded	show	may	be	added	upon	request
•	 Planetarium	seats	120	children	and	adults

Universe Live!: 
This enhanced, fully-live presentation takes students on a 
journey in which they:
•	 observe	the	moon,	planets	and	stars	as	they	are	seen	from	Earth.
•	 fly	into	space	to	observe	the	relative	positions	of	solar	system	

objects from multiple vantage points.
•	 fly	around	the	solar	system,	inspecting	the	surfaces	of	the	planets	

and their moons close up.
•	 fly	out	to	the	edge	of	the	universe	and	look	back	at	all	the	galaxies	

currently catalogued
Teachers may request special topics. 
Supports: S2E1-2, S4E1-2, S6E1, S6E2, SES1 

Recorded Shows:
Pre-K – 5th

Earth, Moon, Sun: Examine	the	Moon’s	orbit,	craters,	
phases,	eclipses	and	how	the	Earth,	Moon,	and	Sun	work	
together as a system.  Supports: SKE1, S2E2, S4E2 

	 Teacher’s	Guide:	http://www.masmacon.org/EMS_CurriculumGuide.html

This is Our Sky!: A visual tour of the sky including the 
relationship	of	the	Sun,	Moon	and	Stars.	Also	learn	details	of	
the	Earth’s	tilt,	seasons,	constellations,	and	the	phases	of	the	
Moon.		Supports: S2E1, S2E2, S4E1,  S4E2 

Stars:	Examine	the	life	cycle	of	stars	from	birth	through	
every phase of their existence and learn how stars release 
the energy that powers the universe. Supports: S4E1, S6E1, SES1

6th – 12th
Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity: See immersive 
animations of  the formation of the universe, star birth, 
collision	of	galaxies,	and	a	simulated	flight	into	the	super-
massive black hole at the center of our own galaxy.  
Supports: S4E1, S6E1, SES1
Teacher’s	Guide:		http://www.spokanefalls.edu/resources/Planetarium/_
docs/Black%20Holes%20educator%27s%20guide.pdf

Dynamic Earth: Explore	the	inner	workings	of	Earth’s	
climate system using satellite data and supercomputer 
simulations.	Examine	how	the	atmosphere,	hydrosphere,	
and biosphere shape our climate.  Supports: S6E4, SM1, SM5
Teacher’s	Guide:		http://www.si.edu/Content/SE/Educator%20Guides/
DynamicEarthEducatorGuide.pdf

Live Animal Shows
The Classic (K-12th): This show highlights a bird, mammal, 
insect, and reptile with basic information about their species, 
habitat, adaptation, classification, and personal information. 
Supports: S1L1, S3L1, S3L2, S4L1

Animals in our Backyard (K-12th):	Native	GA	animals	
are featured with information about habitat, adaptation, 
classification, and more. Students also test their knowledge of 
state symbols from animal and plant kingdoms. 
Supports: S1L1, S3L1, S3L2, S4L1

Who am I? (K-12th): Learn	about	classification	and	
characteristics of the major animal groups. Students will also 
investigate ways that animals adapt to suit their environments. 
Supports: S4L2, S5L1, S7L1, S7L5

Losing Lemurs (4th):	Students	explore	the	flow	of	energy	in	
an ecosystem through a case study of lemurs, an endangered 
species.  Includes a live animal presentation using the 
Museum’s	own	lemur	and	immersive	experience	where	
students play lemurs to investigate changes over time in their 
ecosystem. Supports: S4L1

4Choose One

4Choose One

4Choose One

Choose FourChooose Your Own 4

Science on a Sphere®
Planetarium Shows
Live Animal Shows

Exhibitions
Hands-on Activities
Environmental Education

Discovery House 
Lunch

Includes	choice	of	four	45-minute	activities.
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Exhibitions
Atmospheric Paintings by Victoria Lowe: 
January 5 - April 15, 2018
Abstract paintings inspired by stargazing with a telescope.

Chemigrams by Nolan Preese:
April 27 - August 20, 2018
Using cameraless photography, Nolan Preese explores 
environmental themes in his contemporary landscapes.

Hands-On Activities
Alike and Different (K – 3rd)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Activities	designed	to	support	GSE	focused	on	classification	
and description of attributes of objects, materials or animals.  
Supports: SKE2, SKP1, SKL1, S3E1, S3L1 

Art & 3 States of Matter (1st – 2nd)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Experiments	and	an	art	project	illustrate	for	young	students	
three states of matter. Supports: SKP1, S2P1

Weather Fun (1st – 2nd)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Experiments	and	an	art	project	to	take	home	focus	on	wind	
as a factor in weather. Supports: S1E1

Moonscapes (1st-2nd)
Additional Charge $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Experiments	and	an	art	project	to	take	home	focus	on	the	
surface of the moon and how craters are made. Supports: S2E2

Make a Mold and Cast (1st – 5th)
Additional Charge $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Students	make	a	clay	mold	and	plaster	cast.	Can	be	focused	on	
fossils or animal tracks. Supports: S3E2, S4L2

Kinetic Sculpture (3rd – 5th)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Engineering,	science,	and	art—the	key	elements	in	the	design
of	sculpture	in	motion—are	examined	and	practiced	as
students	look	at	examples	of	kinetic	sculpture	in	the	MAS
collection and then create their own. Supports: S4P3, S5CS4

Volcanoes as Constructive Forces (5th)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
Students create mini-volcanos, graph the development of land 
they create, and make a topographic map. Supports: S5E1

Create Earthquake Resistant Structures (5th)
Additional Charge: $1/student • Limit: 100 Students
In an engineering challenge, students create an earthquake 
resistant structure and test it for durability. Supports: S5E1

Environmental  Education 
On-Site Programs
Sweet Gum Nature Trail (K – 12th)
Limit: 100 students
The	trail	program	includes	a	Georgia	native	plant	garden	and	
explores	life	science	topics	based	on	appropriate	GSE.	The	trail	
is wheelchair accessible. Supports: Life Science GSE at all grade levels

Lunch for a Bear (PK – 2nd)
Students learn about one of the three habitat components 
essential	for	the	survival	of	black	bears	–	food!	Supports: S1L1

Sum of the Parts (1st – 8th)
Students learn about pollution and how it can affect a river.  
Supports: S3L2, S7L4

Incredible Journey (3rd – 8th)
Students explore the water cycle by becoming a water droplet 
and journeying through the cycle.  Supports: S4E3, S6E3

Off-Site Programs: Amerson River Park (K – 12th)
The	Museum	provides	GSE/Common	Core-related	programs	at	
Amerson	River	Park	on	the	Ocmulgee	River	just	off	I-75.	
See	Educators	page	at	MASmacon.org	for	details.
Program Fee: $6/Student/Parents/Chaperones/Siblings
Teachers and Bus Drivers: Free

Discovery House
(Pre-K – 5th Grade; some activities appropriate for 
older students)
Staff	lead	groups	through	the	three	fully	interactive	floors	of	
Discovery	House	including	the	Mini-Zoo.	
Supports: S1E1, S1P1, S1P2, S3E2, S4E4, S4P2, S5P3

Lunch
Lunchtime,	scheduled	as	one	of	the	activity	periods,	allows	
groups	to	bring	a	sack	lunch	and	use	the	MAS	picnic	area	
when weather allows. There is no indoor space for lunch. In 
inclement weather groups must eat on their buses. 
Museum Store shopping is included during this time.

Museum Store
Our store has something for all ages and budgets. Alert our 
Museum	staff	when	making	your	reservation	if	your	group	
plans to shop.  Students with money to spend visit the store 
during	their	lunch	time	10	at	a	time	accompanied	by	an	adult	
from	the	group.		As	an	alternative,	Grab	Bags	of	assorted	items	
are	available	by	pre-arrangement	for	#3.50	(+	tax)	each.
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Special Needs
Staff are happy to work with teachers of special needs classes 
to create adaptive activities to meet their unique requirements. 
Discuss with staff when booking.

Ask about the Museum’s special 
$25 Teacher Membership!



Discovery Dome 
Dome Requirements
•	 Indoor	space,	clean	floor,	min.	20’	sq.	x	11’	high	with	nearby	electrical	

outlet.	Ensure	appropriate	space	is	available	prior	to	booking.	
•	 1	hour	of	setup	time

School Day (8 a.m. – 3 p.m.): $400
Fee	includes	up	to	8	shows	of	25	students/show	(specify	show/
subject	matter);	additional	shows	$50.
After School/Weekends: 1-3 shows: $250; 4-6 shows: $400

Please specify choice(s) when booking.
Secret of the Cardboard Rocket (K – 5th) Join us for an 

exciting	tour	of	the	solar	system.	Learn	how	each	planet	differs	
from the others. Supports: S2E2, S4E1, S4E2

Earth’s Wild Ride (2nd – 8th) Travel to a lunar colony in the 
future	and	trace	the	path	of	the	moon’s	shadow	across	Earth.		
Relive key moments in history, including the Ice Age and time 
of the dinosaurs. Supports: S2E2, S2E3, S4E1, S4E2 

Force 5 (3rd – 8th) See how winds across the eastern Atlantic 
can develop into hurricanes. Find out how the sun drives the 
Earth’s	weather	and	what	happens	during	a	solar	storm.		

Supports: S4E4, S5E1, S6E3, S6E4, SES5

Ring World 2 (4th – 7th) See amazing images transmitted 
from	the	space	probe	Cassini	which	arrived	at	Saturn	in	2004.

Body Code (4th – 12th) Take a journey through the human 
body, from the anatomical systems of the bones to the 
nucleus of a single cell. Supports: S5L2, S7L2, S7L3, SB1, 
SB2, SB3

Two Small Pieces of Glass: The Amazing Telescope 
 (5th – 8th) Two	students	explore	the	Galilean	moons,	

Saturn’s	rings	and	spiral	structure	of	galaxies.	Supports: S4P1

Live Animal Show: $175
Required: 6ft table, PA system
Fee	includes	1	show;	additional	shows	$75.	Staff	members	bring	live	
animals and involve students in shows tailored to focus on special 
topics	and	GSE	requirements.	

Live Animal Table Set-up: $150/Max: 2 hours
Required: 6ft table
Trained	staff	members	bring	1-2	animals	for	meet	&	greet.	

STE+aM Activities: $175
Fee includes 3 sessions of 25 students each. 
Additional Sessions: $50
Art	activities	may	be	coordinated	with	the	school’s	current	science	
curriculum	or	with	current	or	upcoming	exhibitions	at	the	Museum.	
Additional supply fee may be required for certain activities. 

Art & 3 States of Matter (1st – 2nd)
Experiments	and	an	art	project	illustrate	three	states	of	matter. 
Supports: SKP1, S2P1

Moonscapes (1st-2nd)
Experiments	and	an	art	project	focus	on	how	craters	are	made.	
Supports: S2E2

Constellations (K)
Brief lesson about constellations and then students create their 
own. 
Supports: SKE1

Combination Packages
Full-day program – $1,100  
Includes three staff persons providing: eight Discovery Dome shows, 
three	live	animal	programs,	and	eight	STE+aM	activities.

Part-day program – $550
Includes three staff persons providing: four Discovery Dome shows, 
one	to	two	live	animal	programs,	and	three	to	four	STE+aM	activities.

Reservation and Planning Notes
•	 Each	activity	lasts	30	to	40	minutes.	
•	 Except	for	animal	programs,	schools	should	organize	groups	
	 of	25	students	in	advance.		
•	 Travel	mileage	fee	applies	for	ALL	programs	outside	of	Bibb	County.
•	 Call	478-477-3232	to	reserve.

Science Activity Kits
Annual School Subscription: $50 covers unlimited kit 
checkouts. For more visit MASmacon.org.
The	Museum	has	activity	kits	for	checkout	by	a	teacher/
	team	of	teachers	for	use	with	students.	Each	kit	contains	
supplies for science activities related to themes including light, 
sound, rocks and minerals, fossils, and electricity and magnets.  
Some include guides for possible activities. 

Invite the 
Museum to 
Your School!

The excitement, fun, and 
information of the Museum can come 
to you! Choose from individual programs or a 
package of all three. The following outreach 
programs are now available:


